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Paul, Gary, Dick, 

This camel feels the fabled straw. Therefore, I write to tell you that if you detect 
any changes in my attitudes, they are intended and, if out of character, hope I can 
maintain them, I’ve had a bellyfull of too many things, have accepted what I consider to 

be needless abuse and worst of all, ahev wasted entirely too much time. As I near 58, I 

ought be out of the diaper business* 

I intend no person offense, but I'm not going t« try and be diplomatic, for to the 
degree I'll be able to bring myself to say what I really think and feel, I want to be 

understood, for whatever good that can mean* If I do it in personal terms, perhaps it 

may be more comprehensible, but I intend wide application, for I'm concerned ab®ut general, 
not specific things and approaches. 

We are our ora worst enemies. The greatest obstacles to our success hase come from 
our side* I’ve found Eleindienst and Rhoads et al more tractible in some cases than Paul, 
for example, I've gotten more cooperation from the Secret Service than from quite a few 
of "us". While in many ways we have been able to cooperate well (and we means more than 
those addressed and me) , basically we are at cross-purposes and in the mostbelemental 
things, there is never any demonstration of even an understanding of what cooperation 
really means. Superficially, yes. On means, methods and approaches, on the do-how, no, 

Tooa many conceive themselves as geniuses and go fiff half cocked, without thought, without 
consultation and in too many cases with counterproductive results, 

%°&o things that bring this to a head are what I regard as a collossal stupidity 
by Paul on the newly-released material, for which he and I probably are more responsible 
than everyone else put together, for no good purpose, and in a way that could not be 
better calculated to achieve the exact opposite fromlhat for which he so, piously hopes. 

In too many cases, this has happened. Too many things have been used out Gf context, by 
the wrong people, who had no idea what they were doing or haying, thus ruining or dominishing 
the prospects of further advance along those lines, turning off those from whom we might 
have gotten meaningful help and who had nothing to do with developing the material they 
misuHded* i skip the documentation but will offer it on challenge. There are many cases. 

The other is relativelt minor. In an effort to forestall some of the potential hazard 
in what Paul had already done and to make the whole thing easier and faster, I placed a 
call to Mary last night. Now I use the pho^e very infrequently. It was a holiday, ^unday 
aight. I placed the call at suppertime. The report then was that wary would be back at 7. 

4 placed the call three or four times, never found her home from work, waitid up until 
about midnight (having been up since 4 didn't leave home this morning until well 

after what has to be her awakening time, and no return of the call, I do not consider this 
cooperation, at the very least. 

Now there are things we could have done to facilitate the entire matter of getting 
and distributing whatever is available and at reduced cost. We could have done it cheaper 
and faster, and could have reduced the possibility of some of it disappearing. My experience, 
whether or not you believe it, is that this has happened. My belief is that as soon as it 
is discovered that significant things have been released, they will get lost, x his., too, 
has happened, if not to you, to me, and some of you have the relevant correspondence on it. 

To cite a minor example of what could (and should) have happened; When Paul got the 
first indication of the completion of the declassification, if he felt he could have spent 
without pain $100 of the cost of getting it, he could have phoned Arch for no more, than 
$1,00, me for the same, and we could have worked something out. Bud is not without means* 

(i did phone him immediately, and he was much more interested in getting away for a week 
because he is so tired!), I haven(t got the buck, but I did write immediately, I did 
offer what in my sleep last night I decided I will not do, mak e a meaningful inventory. If 
Paul hasn't got the buck to phone me, I sure as hell don't have the moisey to travel to 
Washington and pay parking costs. Arch? He is so cooperative he never let me know he had 
ordered all that was declassified. He is wealthy. He was offered access to everything I have. 



2 


S «:*„ t ; *• ^ ^ »<• «.* 

examination was under way when it was ordered +w y ° U Wh ® n 1 leamed that the 

responded, and above ali?P 2^ £ * “* 

have worked out an arrangement with Bud- to share t mT „ could, .with n. difficulty, 

a set .r two of duplicates made here, and to hsv^+hf' * n Xt 311 done faster » to have 
as he can, at lower cost, But Jim has found a nlnr w ^ lt t0 Paul for 111111 to diplicate, 
40, which is better than the trouble and cost of maiSf m 0 f~tT “ for 

an immediate examination of what has been released bef.re the-e ^ ! P ormitted 

changing, losing or #ther fancv thin^c, ar ,H ? Del#re there was any prospect of mind- 

anything that showed signs of requiring it, P ® rmltted the immediate folirwup *n 

I'. WriTS 1 f “ Un f s f tel “ s «« 

“ “P 1 ' ° f h “ "« an. opport^.^””" " ltl > thl » “ 

be filed. There are olXX.sXyFXFbtXXXF ™ der a ? pl “ 1, ^ <lbout *• 
being made to interest s«fcill others, & S ° plann:ul S suits and efforts 

regard” Sd£s^f hia^t^s par * lcular series of what I 

kind to me, at cost to nimself for he ha^b 6 b x en very helpful and very 

I ’" *■*« - — - - iTXXe: ^XttSF 1 * 

being^LX aTaXXX'XXXXXX-X 1 “ 8 “ , ‘- *>* * »*1W .f 

iW£ She^fS X°”i Xe e f X : SXaS'oXfbSXX 

src.*sa s xHrEF‘^ : *^ 

including as a measure of the resnonsibilitv and d ^ “any ways it should have been, 

who accepted it and didn't ^ of the slingers) to those 

X’S.“ ThZXfivXih r rtri “; 8 toTe nab. them for 

their cost, “ook at s.me of the things " O0,,la “ J 

net, which was at XsrXteFXlvia FriFt d °'*T m * s ’ 33 faul observed the time we first 

needed of bin then avXX’XXwXnX.X.f 'tfSX? Sd ° h ‘ 

no l9ss« But neve^ a npnnv "hviTr „ • n __ *• /« oiie later had funds for Thomlev 

by what Liebeler "had lo^ all waj doJ£ S £ 811(1 Bl11 ^re soiely troubled 

us), they pegged me to Satt^ UTllr V'T ^ t0 ^ ° f 
my second book on publication to do it I did and I £, ® ? ° U8 cost > ±or 1 to abandon 
promised to pay my expenses, They haven't T £ hiebeler up, Hal's group had 

pay, I' re been paying inheres £on ^ J lr n ^ dedl for mhat they didn’t 

•ne flaccid ham sandwich a glass ofV.+nh £ ^ axa » 2J1 slx Maggie had much f«r me, 

trying to steal her “l thf p£.f no££ b f d be£ 6 that a11 the tlme 1 ™ 

Random House I offered to them" to n ™»+e i- V dal wden was ui.der contract t* 

f*r Sylvia's), What the hell was I going to stell £ ^ ^ ^ h S 1 als ° did t# Bobbs '' Merrill 
seen her b*ok)? .POST MORTEM KX was done before Svlvi” 1 ' ^ egle ^ and to thls ^ I,Te never 
-ere ,„t end I was deep in the »!S eXXte SIf “ PdatS4 b “ k ” 

promised at the very least the return of im/Voab n ps I ve made to Calif, I was 

interest. The u'ccXtX.^' “ ^Xf ‘XSoS t 



3 


had. the gall to return what 1 had given themazz as a contribution to their work for 
credit! (The Freep doesn't even answer letters when I ask them to pay their bill, and 
the San Dieg# committee., all of whom have good incomes, same wealthy, have yet to repay 
my transportation of even for the books they d«Id ! ) On my last trip to California, the 
provisions were such tiiat I had to find Charlie Brown's c*uch well after dark, a 
compromising thing for both of us, Of course, during all this time, speeches for'big 
money were being arranged for Mark, am he could further destroy our credibility, and 
Maggie's luxurious home was open to him, when he could pay for hotels* 

... w obody ever helped with a cent when I was trying to prevent the N.O. fiascr. What 

that cost me none of you (save perhaps Gary) will ever be able to appreciate, including 
in health, I do not now insist that my judgement was correct in trying to prevent that which 
I succeeded in preventing, at the end, I think now it was the right t ing to do and then 
I had no doubt at all. Since it didn’t happen, we'll never know. But Moo's appraisal 
was that I prevented a Supreme Court decision that would have ruined everything and would 
have gotten Garrison disbarred* Think what you will of the Shaw case, but think also ./hat 
you can of what this would have done in accrediting the WR, When the trial finally 

a came and I had told everyone what the prospect was, I was there without funds even for food* 

i had as a pad a bare room— n# t even a box in it to sit on, X had a cot arranged for, no 

| more. When I phoned Maggie and Vince, the two wh* could have afforded to help, and told them 

the real situation and that if I were to stay there I'd have to have help, both later 
I misrepresented this as s*me kind, of blackmail by me, I didn't want to be there! *ou had 

H there to feel why , I didn t even go into the courtroom once while the jury was 

being impanelled, ir»in the summer of 68 on, when I was in N , 0 , , I ate when I was treated 
(.and Matt was wonderful here), which wasn't very often. Otherwise I breakfasted on a glass 
of skim milk, my only ocher meal being a single 190 hamburger* ' u ouis Ivon did provide a 
car nobody else dared use and gas when I was In N*0» But Jaffee, to help train us all, got 
that vacation involving something like $7? 000 in Europe* The other such things of which you 
should /mow I spare you. To this day my costs have hever been repaid. Tell me what selfish 
H purposes I was serving? 

When I started to try the court approach, I asked all of you to try and find some 
kind of help, Dick alone sent me a few bucks, and I know that with his doctoral work and 
his family needs, he couldn't spare them, Nobdoy else even bothered to reply! NOBODY! 

Tell me what profit there is or can be for me in this litigation, I have suitsl should 
have filed to collect money owed me* Y#u see the choice I made* 

This is but a bit of the bitterness in my every cup. Each of you knows of more* I ask 
nothing fr*m you, I am trying ysn to give you and understanding of why my days as fore man 
are over, I told Gary when Lifton challenged him to confront me with that evil he manufcatured, 
in t#to, and thus learned alymt it and every*ne's silence about it, that I ought become a 
hemut. Almost everyone in California, save Hal and Paul contributed s*me falshood, some 
vilification - all those I'd tried to help (and not one of whom had ever done a single 
thing to help my work, save to try and steal it, as some did* 

How have I wasted my time? To try and Help Nichols, as some of you know, I spent 
more time that it would have required to write a hook. So, he If its what I showed him in 
confidence and on hisnpromi se, later repeated in glowing writing, not to make any use of 
it, and actually copyrights some of it in his name, (So you'll not misunderstand., both he 
and Bud asked this help, Bud with the opinion what Nichols had done was so dangerous mt 
could be legally ruinous to all of us») Dick and I worked on something together, Dick sent 
that to John, and John promptly copyrighted that, too* 

Paul has his melonhy ano. asks serious comment and criticism,, His resonse to mine was 
approrxLmately "s* there"* He has since refused to face serious challenges on it* This is 
his affair* But it is abusive to ask such effort and then ignore it* All that time I wasted* 

Added together, these things took the time it would have required to write three of 
four b*oks and enough money I had to borrow to publish at least *ne a I've g#t to be a zany 
to continue this way, so I won't* I should have stepped it before this* 



The Commission had no monopoly on error and it is said that Christ trusted Judas, 
t* I can easily understand, even #utside my own not inconsiderable experience, that 
perfection is not a state of man. My record when I have seen and predicted error is one 
I am content to live with, as some of you seem content to ignore. Too many people have 
taught me that when serious mistakes are made they don't even want to consider it is 
even possible. Why, then, should I exhaust myself trying? When I find s# fine a mind, 
as Paul's rolling the kind of shit it has been with Alvarez and those melons, with all 
the constructive nurposes to which that time and effort c#uld De put, X fund myself 
immersed in futility*. With the opinion I have of Haul, his ontellogence and his capability, 
close to the ultimate futility, garrison was too much of that for me to undertake another, 
single one, or to spend a minute *n it. I am n%>t opposed to^establishing that certain things 
in the official evidence are valid. Dick knows that he and i went to some trouble to do 
this, to eliminate one of the perplexing questions. In itself is it not a wrong thing but 
a right one, for thus can we establish truth. That cannot be said of the melonry, which 
could be sued for none but hurtful, untruthful purposes. Were it valid it could benothing 
bett r than another deception. Paul, have you any diea what you have done to the rest of 
us with this bhsiness and your subsequent attitude? Xju, with what we all think of you, 
mixed up in something like this? 

Bx.t I can't continue this way. i'll still heitp everybody I can, in every way I can, 
if I see even the possibility of a constructive purpose. Likewise, I stiilwant all the 
help that can be given me, in whatever form, be it no more than a page I do not have. I 
have not bee well, for more than two years, doctors can't find anything, I'm drained by 
this enormous concentration noe in its eight year, and I weary and age at an accelerated pace. 
H#w much more of it, at hboutn58, I can survive, is becoming daily a question I know I'm 
closer to having to face. I stiilwant to do what I set out to do, and if I keep getting 
involved in all kinds of shit (again, no offense, only cand«r, intended), it will be 
impossible. So, with these recent illustrations of the status of our relations and regard 
for each o idler, have little choice. I m a going to have to concentrate on writing and 
keeping »ut of what seems n*t capable of serving constructive purposes. I'll make mistakes, 
1811 probably not do some tilings that later I may feel I should have, Dut the history o± 

the past few years I can not monger ignore, I intend to try not to. 

It is bad enough to have to live, needlessly, like some kind of goddmaned beggar 
without having others rub it in, whether or not they so intend. While living daily with 
an enormous debt, Donoclean as it is, and wasting time trying to cooperate, to offer 
knowledge ^.that too often is given away when I ask that it not be) , I' be had to lay aside 
two books that could have made money, which is where I wassi 11/22/63, and in the past year 
to ourn down offers on other subjects from two publishers, a major one in the firs t case. 

And, like everyone else, separately I have at least the full sahre of proolems of life that, 
as you get. older, you'll learn increase with the years. 

I feel alj. of this and more very deeply, to the point where jjS I ask myself am I 
being clear, am I saying what J- mean, will I be misunderstood. I hope the answers are^all 
yes, but if they are not, I begin what I hope can be a changed way by saying ii not, I'm 
not going to give it another thought. If I am going to succeed in what I set out to do 
before any of vou, under circumstances that face none of yon, at costs you will ne rer be 
able to appreciate, I am, belatedly, going to have to do my own thing my own way. My days 

•f unwelcome effort to prevent the error of others are over. The impossibility of it u 

impressed upon me. I just can't do it. 

If any of you, especially Paul, tames this wrong, I'm sorry. I mean nothing personal. 
Each of you in many ways has been hhlpful to me, and I do appreciate it. But if all of you 
do not rethink our position and yours, mature, break off relations with the irresoonsibles 
and the sick, and wind up with a meaningful kind of active collaboration on many things, 
including means of work and advance discussion of important decisions, you'll do as well 
to chop your left hand with your right, 

GS, iLB, this is aimed at PH, 

but as I said, not in a personal way. Sincerely, 

He has just invited disaster, signalled attention to it, all , stupidly. 



